
Presentation licensed by Disney Concerts in association with 
20th Century Fox, Lucasfilm Ltd., and Warner/Chappell Music. 

All rights reserved. 

Star Wars: Return of 
the Jedi In Concert

THU, MAY 2, 2024 | 7:30PM 
FRI/SAT, MAY 3-4, 2024 | 8PM

MEYMANDI CONCERT HALL, WOOLNER STAGE
MARTIN MARIETTA CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS, RALEIGH

North Carolina Symphony
Conner Gray Covington, conductor

There will be one 15-minute intermission.



Conner Gray Covington, conductor

Conner Gray Covington most recently conducted the North 
Carolina Symphony for “Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back” 
In Concert in 2023.

Described as “a musician who lives the music” by Yannick 
Nézet-Séguin, Conner Gray Covington served for four 

years with the Utah Symphony as Associate Conductor and as Principal 
Conductor of the Deer Valley Music Festival. In the 2023/24 season, he debuts 
with the Tucson Symphony Orchestra, returns to the Portland Symphony 
Orchestra in Maine and Utah Symphony, makes his Utah Opera debut, and 
collaborates on Gounod’s Roméo et Juliette with Washington National Opera 
at The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. A four-time recipient 
of a Career Assistance Award from the Solti Foundation U.S., Covington was 
featured in the 2016 Bruno Walter National Conductor Preview.

In 2014, Covington was selected to attend the Salzburg Festival as a recipient of 
the Ansbacher Fellowship for Young Conductors. In 2012, he competed in the 
Malko Conducting Competition in Copenhagen. He also worked with the New 
Japan Philharmonic in the 2012 Tokyo International Conducting Competition 
and advanced to the semi-final round.

Covington studied conducting at the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia 
where he worked closely with the Curtis Symphony Orchestra, with whom he 
made his Carnegie Hall debut in 2016, and the Curtis Opera Theater. He also 
studied at the Eastman School of Music, where he earned the Walter Hagen 
Conducting Prize. For two summers, he attended the Aspen Conducting 
Academy at the Aspen Music Festival and School. He also spent two summers 
as a student at the Pierre Monteux School for Conductors.

Born in Louisiana, Covington grew up in East Tennessee and began playing 
the violin at age 11. He completed high school at the High School for the 
Performing and Visual Arts in Houston, Texas. He then went on to study violin 
and conducting at the University of Texas at Arlington, where he graduated 
summa cum laude with a degree in violin performance.

About the Artist
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The North Carolina Symphony 
Foundation gratefully 
acknowledges the generous 
gift of the Lupot violin from 
Arnold and Zena† Lerman. 
†deceased 

English Horn 
Joseph Peters 
The Bruce and Margaret King 
Chair 
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Rebekah Daley, Principal 
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Kimberly Van Pelt, 
Associate Principal 
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Wolf Chair 

Corbin Castro* 
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Lyon Hackett Chair 
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To Be Filled 
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Chair 

Trumpet 
Paul Randall, Principal 
The George Smedes Poyner Chair 

Clinton McLendon, 
Associate Principal 
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and Family Chair 

Trombone 
John Ilika, Principal 
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Steven Osborne*, Assistant 
Principal 
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Percussion 
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Rajesh Prasad, 
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Organ 
To Be Filled 
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Library 
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Orchestra Librarian 
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Talley Chair 

Taylor Troyer, 
Assistant Orchestra Librarian 

*Acting position 
**Leave of absence 

Named musician chairs 
are made possible through 
very meaningful gifts to the 
Symphony’s endowment. As 
such, these donor families are 
also members of the Lamar 
Stringfield Society. 

All string players rotate stands on 
a periodic basis in each section 
with the exception of titled 
players: Principals, Associate 
Principals, and Assistant 
Principals. 

The North Carolina Symphony 
is a member of the League of 
American Orchestras and the 
International Conference of 
Symphony and Opera Musicians. 

The North Carolina Master 
Chorale is the Resident Chorus of 
the North Carolina Symphony. 

The North Carolina Symphony gratefully acknowledges financial support 
from Wake County, the City of Raleigh, and the State of North Carolina.
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