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Leroy Anderson
A Christmas Festival

Victor Herbert / Arr. Otto Langey       
March of the Toys from Babes in Toyland

Felix Bernard / Arr. Calvin Custer       
Winter Wonderland

Mel Tormé / Arr. Bob Lowden 
The Christmas Song

Sergei Prokofiev
Troika from Lieutenant Kijé

Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov
Dance of the Tumblers from Snow Maiden

Anthony DiLorenzo
Navidad Latina!

INTERMISSION

North Carolina Symphony 
Michelle Di Russo, conductor 

Arr. Robert Krogstad
Christmas at the Movies

Dimitri Tiomkin / Arr. Patrick Russ & Paul Henning 
Selections from It’s a Wonderful Life

Prologue
Theme
Christmas Eve Finale

Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
March from The Nutcracker

Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
Danse des Mirlitons from The Nutcracker

Walter Kent / Marty Gold 
I’ll Be Home for Christmas

James Stephenson
A Holly and Jolly Singalong

PROGRAM



HOLIDAY POPS SING-ALONG

Decoremos los Salones

Decoremos los salones 
Fa la la la la, la la la la 
Es el tiempo de turrones 
Fa la la la la, la la la la 
Ropa alegre hoy vestimos
Fa la la la la, la la la la 
Cantaremos villancicos 
Fa la la la la, la la la la 

Hoy es día de colores 
Fa la la la la, la la la la 
Suenan arpas en canciones 
Fa la la la la, la la la la 
Muy alegre canta el coro 
Fa la la la la, la la la la 
Navidad es un tesoro 
Fa la la la la, la la la la 

Cascabel

Cascabel, cascabel,
Lindo cascabel:
Con sus notas de alegría
Va anunciado él.

Cascabel, cascabel,
Lindo cascabel:
Con sus notas de alegría
Va anunciado él.



Frosty the Snowman

Frosty el muñeco 
tiene un alma muy feliz 
Zanahoria como su nariz 
y botones de carbón 

Frosty el muñeco solo 
un cuento dicen ser 
Sólo es nieve pero los niños 
saben cómo despertarlo a él 

Debe ser mágico 
aquel sombrero de color 
Cuando se lo pusieron a Frosty, 
él enseguida les bailó 

Frosty el muñeco, 
resultó un gran bailarín 
juega, ríe con los niños 
y ahora vive muy feliz.

Rodolfo el reno de la nariz roja

Era Rodolfo un reno, que tenía la nariz,
roja como la grana con un brillo singular.
Todos sus compañeros, se reían sin parar,
y nuestro buen amigo solo y triste se quedó.

Pero Navidad llegó; Santa Claus bajó
y a Rodolfo eligió por su singular nariz.

Tirando del trineo, fue Rodolfo sensación
y desde aquel momento, toda burla se acabó.

El Rey Nació (Joy to the World)

Fiesta y amor, ya es Navidad 
El Rey al fin nació
Alaben su llegada 
Abramos nuestro corazón 
Osana gloria a Dios 
Osana gloria a Dios 
Osana, osana salve al Señor. 

Siembra bondad, amor y paz 
La Tierra alegre está 
Cantemos ante nuestro Dios 
Bailemos ante el redentor 
Osana gloria a Dios 
Osana gloria a Dios 
Osana, osana es Navidad.

Feliz Navidad a todos

Feliz navidad a todos
Feliz navidad a todos
Feliz navidad a todos
y año nuevo también.

Noticias traerán
a tu lindo hogar
los tres reyes magos
te visitarán.

Feliz navidad a todos
Feliz navidad a todos
Feliz navidad a todos
y año nuevo también.



HOLIDAY POPS SING-ALONG
Deck the Halls

Deck the halls with boughs of holly
Fa la la la la, la la la la 
‘Tis the season to be jolly
Fa la la la la, la la la la 
Don we now our gay apparel
Fa la la la la la, la la la 
Troll the ancient Yuletide carol
Fa la la la la, la la la la

See the blazing yule before us
Fa la la la la, la la la la 
Strike the harp and join the chorus
Fa la la la la, la la la la 
Follow me in merry measure
Fa la la la la la, la la la 
While I tell of Yuletide treasure
Fa la la la la, la la la la 

Jingle Bells

Dashing through the snow
In a one-horse open sleigh,
O’er the fields we go,
Laughing all the way.
Bells on bobtails ring,
Making spirits bright,
What fun it is to ride and sing
A sleighing song tonight! Oh!

CHORUS:
Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way!
Oh, what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open sleigh!
Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way!
Oh, what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open sleigh!

REPEAT CHORUS



Frosty the Snowman 

Frosty the Snowman
Was a jolly happy soul,
With a corn cob pipe and a button nose
And two eyes made out of coal.

Frosty the Snowman 
Is a fairytale they say. 
He was made of snow, but the children know 
How he came to life one day.

There must have been some magic 
In that old top hat they found, 
For when they placed it on his head 
He began to dance around! 

Frosty the Snowman 
Had to hurry on his way, 
But he waved good-bye, saying, “Don’t you cry 
I’ll be back again some day!” 

Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer

Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer, 
Had a very shiny nose, 
And if you ever saw it, 
You would even say it glows. 

All of the other reindeer 
Used to laugh and call him names. 
They never let poor Rudolph 
Join in any reindeer games. 

Then, one foggy Christmas Eve,
Santa came to say:
“Rudolph, with your nose so bright,
Won’t you guide my sleigh tonight?”

Then how the reindeer loved him
As they shouted out with glee,
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer
You’ll go down in history!”

Joy to the World

Joy to the world the Lord is come. 
Let Earth receive her King! 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. 

Joy to the Earth, the Savior reigns.
Let all their songs employ!
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and 
plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

We Wish You a Merry Christmas

We wish you a merry Christmas,
We wish you a merry Christmas,
We wish you a merry Christmas and a 
happy new year!

Good tidings we bring to you and your kin;
We wish you a merry Christmas and a 
happy new year.

We wish you a merry Christmas,
We wish you a merry Christmas,
We wish you a merry Christmas and a 
happy new year!





English Horn 
Joseph Peters 
The Bruce and Margaret King 
Chair 

Clarinet 
Samuel Almaguer, Principal 
The Mr. and Mrs. J. Christopher 
Walker, II Chair 

Sammy Lesnick, 
Assistant Principal 
The Kathryn Powell and Green 
Flavie Cooper Chair 

Bassoon 
Aaron Apaza, Principal 
The Mr. and Mrs. Fitzgerald S. 
Hudson Chair 

Wenmin Zhang, 
Assistant Principal, 
The Beethoven Chair 

French Horn 
Rebekah Daley, Principal 
The Mary T. Mccurdy Chair 

KimberlyVan Pelt, 
Associate Principal 
The Paul R. Villard and Gabriel 
Wolf Chair 

Corbin Castro* 
The Roger Colson and Bobbi 
Lyon Hackett Chair 

Gabriel Mairson* 
The James Marion Poyner Chair 

To Be Filled 
The Mary Susan Kirk Fulghum 
Chair 

Trumpet 
Paul Randall, Principal 
The George Smedes Poyner Chair 

David Dash*, 
Associate Principal 
The Henry and Martha Zaytoun 
and Family Chair 

Trombone 
John llika, Principal 
The Thomas Warwick Steed, Jr. 
Family Chair 

Steven Osborne*, Assistant 
Principal 

Jonathan Randazzo**, 
Assistant Principal 
The Frances Armour Bryant Chair 

Bass Trombone 
Matthew Neff 
Anonymously Endowed 

Tuba 
Seth Horner, Principal 
The Governor and Mrs. James G. 
Martin, Jr. Chair 

Harp 
Anita Burroughs-Price 

Vonda Darr 

Timpani 
Colin Hartnett, Principal 
The Patricia R., Steven T. and 
George F. Hackney Ill Chair 

Percussion 
Richard Motylinski, Principal 
The Margery and Earl Johnson, 
Jr. Chair 

Rajesh Prasad, 
Assistant Principal 
The Abram and Frances Pascher 
KanofChair 

Organ 
To Be Filled 
The Albert and Susan Jenkins 
and Family Organ Chair 

Library 
Stephanie Wilson, Principal 
Orchestra Librarian 
The Mary Colvert and Banks C. 
Talley Chair 

Taylor Troyer, 
Assistant Orchestra Librarian 

*Acting position
**Leave of absence

Named musician chairs 
are made possible through 
very meaningful gifts to the 
Symphony's endowment. As 
such, these donor families are 
also members of the Lamar 
Stringfield Society. 

All string players rotate stands on 
a periodic basis in each section 
with the exception of titled 
players: Principals, Associate 
Principals, and Assistant 
Principals. 

The North Carolina Symphony 
is a member of the League of 
American Orchestras and the 
International Conference of 
Symphony and Opera Musicians. 

The North Carolina Master 
Chorale is the Resident Chorus of 
the North Carolina Symphony. 

The North Carolina Symphony 
Foundation gratefully 
acknowledges the generous 
gift of the Lupot violin from 
Arnold and Zenat Lerman. 
tdeceased 

The North Carolina Symphony gratefully acknowledges 
financial support from the State of North Carolina.

Thank you also to the generous individuals, businesses, foundations, and community partners who support 
the North Carolina Symphony through contributions each season.



About the Artists 

Michelle Di Russo, conductor 
The Maxine and Benjamin Swalin Chair 

Michelle Di Russo is Associate Conductor of the North Carolina Symphony where she is responsible for 
conducting the Symphony’s extensive statewide music education concerts. She has conducted UNC 
Health Summerfest performances, Young People's Concerts, and Statewide Holiday Pops concerts with 
the Symphony. Recently Di Russo has conducted the orchestra in statewide classical and pops 
subscription performances and led the Symphony’s first Holiday Pops concert in Spanish in Raleigh.

A graceful and powerful force on the podium, Michelle Di Russo is known for her compelling 
interpretations, passionate musicality, and championing of contemporary music. She has recently 
been appointed a 2023/24 Dudamel Fellow with the Los Angeles Philharmonic and participated 
at the Lucerne Festival Academy. An advocate for underrepresented artists, she co-founded the 
organization Girls Who Conduct to support younger generations of women and non-binary 
conductors.

Di Russo’s artistic journey began in her native country, Argentina, at the age of three with ballet 
lessons, followed by studies in voice and piano. She has acted on television and onstage. Di Russo 
holds multiple degrees in Orchestral Conducting from Pontifical Catholic University of Argentina, 
University of Kentucky (M.M.), and Arizona State University (D.M.A.). She is a former Freeman 
Conducting Fellow in Chicago Sinfonietta’s prestigious Project Inclusion program and a recipient 
of the Concert Artists Guild’s Richard S. Weinert Award.

Previously, Di Russo served as Interim Director of Orchestras at Cornell University, Assistant 
Conductor for the Phoenix Youth Symphony Orchestra, cover conductor and assistant for The 
Phoenix Symphony and Arizona Musicfest, and as a conducting fellow at the Cortona Sessions for 
New Music in Italy. She has also acted as cover conductor for the Minnesota Orchestra, St. Louis 
Symphony Orchestra, San Diego Symphony, and the National Symphony Orchestra. In the 
summer of 2022, she served as the Joel Revzen Conducting Fellow at Festival Napa Valley.

Si desea apoyar programas de 
educación musical de la North 
Carolina Symphony, favor de 
visitar ncsymphony.org/donate. 
¡Gracias!

If you would like to support    
North Carolina Symphony music 
education programs, please visit 
ncsymphony.org/donate.  
Thank you!




