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ABOUT GRIEG

Edvard and his brother 

John in Liepzig

Edvard and his wife Nina with friends in Cophenhagen

Edvard and Nina at the piano



FEATURED WORK: 
“IN THE HALL OF 
THE MOUNTAIN 
KING” FROM PEER 
GYNT

Who is Peer Gynt? A 
very mischievous boy from 
a Norwegian fairy tale

Who is the “mountain 
king”? The leader of a 
horde of ugly trolls!

Peer is out in the forest 
one day when he finds a 
deep cave and decides to 
explore it…



CLASSROOM ACTIVITY #1: LISTENING AND RESPONDING

1. Students will discuss how music helps to tell the story in films and in plays. Examples: creates suspense, adds 

dramatic effect, enhances mood, etc.

2. Listen to the recording of “In the Hall of the Mountain King”

 What do you imagine is happening in the story? How does the music show this? The music starts slowly 

and softly and becomes faster and louder, the work begins in a low register, gradually higher pitches are 

added and eventually high pitched squeals and shrieks are added

 At the completion of the piece, students will compile a list of words/ideas that describe the feelings 

portrayed in the music. Examples: fear, excitement, sinister, threatening, chase

 Discuss students’ ideas in terms of the musical clues that triggered their thoughts.

 Introduce the notation of tempo—fast, slow, accelerando (gradually getting faster), and ritardando (becoming 

gradually slower)—by using a “follow my beat” activity (teacher conducts while class claps/plays pulse).



4. Have the students watch the story of “In the Hall of the Mountain King.” Compare the story 

with what the students imagined using the Venn diagram.

3. Let the students know that this work is based upon the principal of a gradual accelerando.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1idTssPZpXU&ab_channel=Children%27sMediaArchive


CLASSROOM ACTIVITY #2: LISTENING AND SINGING

1. Play the opening of “In the Hall of the Mountain King” several times. 

2. Learn the following text that goes with the tune: 

We are nasty little trolls, little trolls, little trolls 

We are nasty little trolls and now we’re after you

3. Perform the tune starting slowly and softly, then gradually become faster and louder. Explain to 
the students that they are changing the tempo and the dynamics.

4. Pass out the Listening Map of “In the Hall of the Mountain King.”

• Have the students follow along while listening to the music, and then listen again while the 

students sing the text (We are nasty little trolls…)





CLASSROOM ACTIVITY #3: 

DRAMATIZING

1. “In the Hall of the Mountain King” is an example of program music.  This is music that                              

depicts a story, a place, an object or a person. In order to do this, Grieg has manipulated the 

elements of music to create suspense and drama in music.

2. Review the story of Peer Gynt and listen to “In the Hall of the Mountain King”

a. Discuss how Grieg used various musical contrasts (dynamics, instrumentation, rhythm, tempo) 

to create the mood and movement of the story.

b. Divide the class into groups and have students decide their own version of the story using the 

masks. Students can also create their masks using paper plates and materials to decorate them.

c. Suggest the students draw a think tank of ideas for references.

3. Each group performs their story for the class.

4. Discuss the performances.



Edvard Grieg’s house (Trolhaugen), in Bergen, Norway


